MUSIC

Learning Adventure
Key Vocabulary
Word

Definition

cluster

a group of notes that are
close in pitch and sounded
together

duration

hastha
pitch

pulse and
beat

rhythm

step
movement
tempo

timbre

the word used in music to
refer to the length of a
sound or silence
a traditional Indian hand
movement
refers to the complete range
of sounds in music from the
lowest to the highest
pulse and beat are often
used synonymously. Both
refer to the regular
heartbeat of the music - the
‘steady beat’
patterns of long and short
sounds played within a
steady beat
notes of a melody which
move stepwise up or down
the speed of music, usually
described in terms of
fast/slow
quality of sound, eg
squeaky. All instruments,
including voices, have a
particular sound quality

Reading around the topic
Video clip of Indian dancing
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Sticky Knowledge

Children will be able to sing and
perform a simple song.

PSHE links
•
•
•

Children will be able to listen to and
describe a piece of music.
Children will be able to move accurately
to a piece of music.

Key Learning
(from NC 2014)
Performing
▪ Sing songs, speak chants and rhymes in unison
and two parts, with clear diction, control of
pitch, a sense of phrase and musical
expression.
▪ Play tuned and untuned instruments with
control and rhythmic accuracy.
▪ Practise, rehearse and present performances
with an awareness of the audience.

VALUE = Happiness

Children will be able to play a selection
of tuned and untuned instruments.
Children will be able to create and
develop their own musical ideas.

Enhancement Opportunities

Children will begin to understand and
use musical vocabulary.

•

•

Listening
▪ Experience how the combined musical
elements of pitch, duration, dynamics, tempo,
timbre, texture and silence can be organised
within musical structures (for example,
ostinato) and used to communicate different
moods and effects.

Creating
▪ Improvise and develop rhythmic and melodic
material when performing.

Share equipment
Take turns
Understand the importance of
respecting others

•

Take part in a whole school
Christmas show (when possible,
after COVID)
Visitors in school – Lazy
Mondays – various times
throughout the year
Perform their Music to another
class via video link
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Learning Adventure
which is referred to as
timbre

Also see Glossary for further words
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▪ Explore, choose, combine and organise
musical ideas within musical structures.

Knowledge and Understanding
▪ Explore and explain their own ideas and
feelings about music using movement, dance,
expressive language and musical vocabulary.

Glossary
Accompaniment the underlying sounds used to support a melody line
body percussion sounds that can be made using parts of the body, eg clapping, tapping knees ...
call and response the call may differ, but the response is always the same
cluster a group of notes that are close in pitch and sounded together
conductor the person elected to lead the group
drone a sound, or sounds, played constantly throughout all or part of a piece of music as an accompaniment, eg the drone of a bagpipe
duration the word used in music to refer to the length of a sound or silence
dynamics the volume of the music, usually described in terms of loud/quiet
glockenspiel a tuned percussion instrument with metal bars
hastha a traditional Indian hand movement
improvise inventing music as you go along
lyrics the words of a song
melodic phrase a small unit of a melody, a phrase often corresponds to a line of a song
musical elements pitch, rhythm, timbre, dynamics, tempo, duration, texture (see definitions)
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notation ways of writing music down
ostinato (plural ostinatos/ostinati) a short rhythmic or melodic pattern that is repeated over and over
pentatonic scale a five note scale
pitch refers to the complete range of sounds in music from the lowest to the highest
programme music music that tells a story, paints a picture or creates a mood
pulse and beat pulse and beat are often used synonymously. Both refer to the regular heartbeat of the music - the ‘steady beat’
rhythm patterns of long and short sounds played within a steady beat
score all the parts of a piece written down
step movement notes of a melody which move stepwise up or down
structure most music is underpinned by a structure which may be as simple as beginning, middle and end
tempo the speed of music, usually described in terms of fast/slow
timbre quality of sound, eg squeaky. All instruments, including voices, have a particular sound quality which is referred to as timbre
track list a list of songs or other pieces of music in a set order
tuned percussion the family of instruments which includes chime bar, glockenspiel, hand chime, metallophone, tubular bell, xylophone
untuned percussion percussion instruments which make sounds of indefinite pitch
xylophone a tuned percussion instrument with wooden bars

